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Structure of the presentation 

1. Facts, figures and policy: energy in the Netherlands 

2. Field experiments on energy conservation, funded by the 
ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations 

3. Behavioural economics: the basic idea, and some examples 

4. When to use behavioural economics, as opposed to other 
policy strategies 

5. Behavioural economics consists of several types of 
interventions: which ones to use?  

6. Examples of the use of behavioural economics in energy 
conservation  
 

 

 



Facts, figures and policy:  
 
energy in the Netherlands 



Total primary energy supply, 2012 



Energy consumption by sector, 2012 



Electricity generation by source, 2012 



Energy intensity, 2012 



CO2 Intensity, 2011 



Gas use per home (upper line) and per person 





Energy Agreement for sustainable growth 

 

Achieving, within an international context, a wholly sustainable 
energy supply system by 2050. The parties to the Energy 
Agreement will strive to achieve the following objectives:  

 

• A saving in final energy consumption averaging 1.5% annually  

• A 100 petajoule (PJ) saving in the country’s final energy 
consumption by 2020  

• An increase in the proportion of energy generated from renewable 
sources from 4.4% currently to 14% in 2020, in accordance with 
EU arrangements  

• A further increase in that proportion to 16% in 2023;  

• At least 15,000 full-time jobs, a large proportion of which will be 
created in the next few years  

 



ABCD scenarios for Energy and Economy 



Field experiments on 
 
Energy conservation, 
 
Funded by the ministry 
 
 
 



14 energy savings field experiments subsidized 
by the ministry over the last 2 years 



One of these experiments (city of Amersfoort): 
“How much will you save in your house?” 



City of Breda: “We are looking for homeowners 
who want to improve the comfort and energy-
efficiency of their homes, together with others”  



City of Tilburg: “Saving Energy in Your 
Neighbourhood, for single-family homes and 
apartment buildings” 



City of Eindhoven: “Open up your house for an 
energy savings cocktail party with your 
neighbours; we’ll pay for drinks” 



Behavioural economics: 
 
The basic ideas, 
 
and some examples 



Dan Hill, “Emotionomics” 
• “The idea is for a system that 
makes previously invisible 
aspects of people’s behaviour 
visible, in order to help 
change individual and 
collective behaviour” 











When to use  
 
behavioural economics 
 
as opposed to 
 
other policy strategies 



Ladder of interventions 



The EFGH model: when to use Behavioural 
Economics to promote Energy Savings 



Behavioural economics 
 
consists of several 
 
types of interventions: 
 
Which ones to use? 
 





M I N D S P A C E 

Messenger Incentive Norms Defaults Salience Priming Affect Committ-ments Ego 

Energie-label 

Eisen  

Meer met minder 

Blok voor blok 

Slimmer meter 



Examples of the use of 
 
behavioural economics 
 
in energy conservation 
 
 


















